It’s all fun and games until 


someone loses their home. 
BY MICHELLE DREW 


When the Vancouver 2010 Olym- 
pic Partners (including the Vancou- 
ver Organizing Committee, the City 
of Vancouver, the Province of Brit- 
ish Columbia, and the Government of 
Canada) made their bid for the 2010 
Winter Olympics, they also made some 
promises: good, bold promises aiming 
to ensure a positive social and environ- 
mental Olympic legacy for the city of 
Vancouver. 


As part of the bid, they promised to: 
(a) create an affordable housing legacy, 
(b) protect rental housing, (c) make 
sure homelessness does not increase, 
and (d) make sure poor residents are 


not involuntarily displaced, evicted, or 


subject to unreasonable rent hikes as a 
result of the games. 


After Vancouver was declared the 
winning host city, the Vancouver Or- 
ganizing Committee made a series of 
unanimous recommendations about 
how to meet these promises. These 
included: (a) building 3,200 units of 
social housing by 2010, (b) eliminating 
barriers to getting welfare, and (c) in- 
crease welfare rates by 50%. 


Unfortunately, these promises have 
not been kept. The BC government has 
cut spending on social programs by 
nearly one third and eliminated any 
funds for new social housing. Over 850 
units of low-income housing have been 
converted into condos, displacing Van- 
couver’s most vulnerable community 
and causing homelessness to triple. To 
deal with the increase in homelessness, 
the city passed new by-laws and the 
‘Project Civil City’ act that has made it 
illegal to panhandle or sleep outdoors, 


Stephen 


BY CALVIN VAN HARTEN 
CROWN REPORTER 


Stephen Lewis arrived Friday, Janu- 
ary 22 to an auditorium packed with 
people ofall ages anticipating his speech 
on global health and the panel follow- 
ing it, He passionately spoke about the 
eight goals the United Nations intends 
to reach by 2015: To cut in half world 
hunger, to dramatically reduce infant 
mortality rates, to reduce maternal 
mortality rates, to send every child in 
the primary age group to school, to ap- 
proximate gender equality in all coun- 
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resort, Whistler, British Columbia, Canada. 


further criminalizing the poor. 


The situation in Vancouver is not an 
isolated incident. Over the past thirty 
years, the Olympic Games have caused 
the total displacement of over 2 mil- 
lion people. This includes: 1.5 million 
in Beijing (2008), 30,000 in Atlanta 
(1996), and 750,000 in Seoul (1988). 


Along with the promises of housing, 
the Vancouver Organizing Commit- 
tee claimed that these games would be 
the “Greenest Olympics ever.” Despite 
these claims, Vancouver’s games will 
be one of the most environmentally 
destructive in history. Over 100,000 


Lewis on glob 


tries of the world, to turn back AIDS, to 
further sustainable development, and 
to legitimately share wealth between 
the North and South without dishon- 
esty and enormous debt. 


During his lecture, Stephen Lewis 
explained that ten million children 
die each year from easily preventable 
diseases such as diarrhea, the com- 
mon cold, and pneumonia. 1.5 billion 
people or one quarter of the world live 
on $1.25 a day and regularly attend 
soup kitchens for their only meal of the 
day. Over 100 million children never 
go to school and Lewis explained, “It is 


anaaq the Inunnguaq, mascot of the 2010 Winter Olympics, located at the top of the Whis 
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trees have been cut down, mountain- 
sides have been blasted, and the Fraser 
River has been grossly polluted. There 
have been a record number of black 
bears killed on the Sea-to-Sea highway 
expansion due to loss of habitat, and 
millions of Salmon fish have died in the 
Fraser River due to pollution. 


Shamefully, this Olympic *devel- 
opment’ is taking place on un-ceded 
and non-surrendered Indigenous ter- 
ritories, without compensation to First 
Nations Peoples. Anti-2010 Olympic 
Resistance organizers state, “Accord- 
ing to Canadian law, BC has neither 
the legal nor moral right to exist, let 


al health 


this attendance of school that presents 
hope, community, self-efficacy and 
love.” Without it, children do not learn 
to properly take care of themselves and 
feel lost and unimportant. 


He then broached the topic he seems 
most passionate about — the poor sta- 
tus of women in these countries. He 
described how groups use rape as a 
cost-effective political strategy as a 
means to subdue villages. One hospi- 
tal he spoke of treats twelve to fifteen 
women a day, women who often need 
surgery due to the injuries sustained. 
Lewis (Continued on page 3) 


tler 


alone claim land and govern over Na- 
tive peoples. Despite this, and a fraud- 
ulent treaty process now underway, the 
government continues to sell, lease and 
‘develop’ Native land for the benefit of 
corporations, including mining, log- 
ging, oil & gas, and ski resorts.” Mean- 
while, Indigenous peoples suffer from 
some of the highest rates of poverty, 
unemployment, imprisonment, police 
violence, disease, and suicides in the 
country. 


As 1 Corinthians 12:26 says, “If one 
part suffers, every part suffers with it; if 
one part is honored, every part rejoices 
with it.” (Continued on Page 10) 


“Next eee s ply Paisians 


“Do attendance marks have a 
place in the university setting?” 


« Are they easy marks or an attempt 
at control? 

* Do attendance marks grade behav- 

ior, and if so, is that acceptable? 


Send your responses to 
thecrown@redeemer.ca before 
February 19, 2010 @ noon! 
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Editorial: Back to square one, time for community 


BY JORDAN BURGSMA 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 


When all is said and done, there are 
two things that I don’t quit like as I 
approach the end of my university ca- 
reer. One of them is writers that use 
clichéd, overblown lines to open their 
paragraphs. The other is more serious, 
and although it is not isolated to the 
Redeemer community, it is far from 
foreign. Some well-meaning Chris- 
tians mistake their gut instincts for a 
conviction of truth, and call their ac- 
tions zealous. This impulse can get 
even the best of us on the wrong path, 
and cause us to abandon critical think- 
ing in favour of what seems like basic 
truth. Our instincts tell us to attack 
those who do evil and oppose what 
ought to be eliminated from our soci- 
ety with in-your-face protest, such as 
the “Show the truth” campaign that so 
many pro-lifers adhere to. We feel that 
our instinct leads us in the right direc- 
tion, when that feeling might instead 
be a false sense of superiority left over 
from how we felt when Canada was a 
Christian nation. 


Once upon a time, you see, Christians 
were at the top of the political and 
cultural food chain. We made policy, 


shaped culture, and acted in every way 
with scripture as an ideal guide. We 
were the majority. Today, however, we 
are a minority. As Christians, we are 
called to be 


salt and light “We cannot 

in the world. 

Being salty Stand for what we 
means we ; as 

need to pre- believe is right 
serve what . 

is good. This without 


brings us 
into a com- 
plicated re- 
lationship 
with our no- 
longer Christian government: we can- 
not stand for what we believe is right 
without being called intolerant; we 
cannot achieve public funding for our 
schools because our students are being 
indoctrinated, rather than made au- 
tonomous; and we cannot seem to get a 
decent handle on what our role should 
be, now that the world has changed. 


Since the dawn of time, there have 
been such ideological changing-of-the- 
guards. The old brass become victim to 
a new world order, and the institutions 
and worldviews that are sustained ei- 


being called 
intolerant.” 


ther are the culture-changers them- 
selves, or have found a way to adapt 
their role in the new culture in a fresh, 
yet resolute way. Some have responded 
to postmodernism by trying 
to reestablish Christianity as 
a Canadian staple. In a mul- 
ticultural and secular coun- 
try, however, this is largely 
impossible — at least, not 
the way these folks go about 
it. Such people think that 
being salt and light means 
that impurity cannot be in 
sight; they think that they 
can drive away darkness 
with a whip and their zeal. 
What they seem to forget, however, is 
that the only way to drive away dark- 
ness is to be light. 


At its deepest roots, Christianity is an 
act of community. The early church 
grew because it radiated brotherly love. 
By losing out to secularism, Christian- 
ity is effectively moving back to square 
one, and that might just mean that 
we need to act like a loving commu- 
nity again. I’m not suggesting that we 
should let legislation and policy slide 
by without opposition; instead, we 
should be acting as members of a di- 


verse country representing our unique 
beliefs. Rather than displaying images 
of cut-up babies at a pro-life rally, for 
instance, we should promote the value 
of life - celebrate the miracles from 
conception to birth, and help people» 
see that truth, rather than one that only 
spreads guilt (after all, it’s ‘pro-life’, not 
‘anti-death’), Rather than shunning 
homosexuals, we should invite them 
into our churches and let them experi- 
ence love in a full sense. Rather than 
accuse others of making pacts with the 
devil, we should help whenever pos- 
sible, and give to each other as we have 
need. We can do all of these things 
without changing even for a second 
what it means to be a Christian - in fact, 
we might discover that the term has be- 
come over-defined. We might realize 
that we were followers of Christ before 
we called him Saviour, and the right 
thing to do might be to let the world 
come in, see the light, and give God 
the time to heat the wick and give them 
light to shine, too. Instead of following 
our instincts, we might look at Jesus’ 
example. If we earnestly strive for that, 
then maybe we will forget about whip- 
ping away the darkness - maybe we will 
focus on lighting candles. 
Comment at TheCrown.ca 


Lecture from non-Christian devalues message 


BY REUBEN LINDEMAN 


Many may groan when they hear this 
first point, but still, we must consider 
the effect of Mr. Lewis’s worldview on 
his presentation. Stephen Lewis made 
clear in his presentation that he is a 
philanthropist who hates the Church 
and the scriptures. This means that ev- 
erything he said is coloured to the point 
that it is practically unusable for us as 
Christians. When he named a statistic 
he talked about causes and such. This 
can be misleading due to his purposes 
and lack of knowledge of God. I know 
from my course on the subject here at 
Redeemer that statistics are easily ma- 
nipulated and misrepresented. If you 
desire simply to be emotionally stoked 
into doing something about what Mr. 
Lewis decides is an injustice, then this 
talk was for you. If, however, you desire 
to be concerned about what God says 
justice is and 
what God de- 
fines as what 
we are to be 
about, then 
the talk was 
relatively 
useless. Mr. 


there to 


“What point is 


improving health 
when we leave 


according to the Torah. In Leviticus 


20:13 God condemns to death any who. 
practice homosexuality after stating 


in Leviticus 18:22 it was detestable to 
even do such a thing. Stephen Lewis 
and the Christians who were clapping 
in condemning the just Biblical pun- 
ishment of death are living in a fairy 
world. Will you condemn God when 
He sends such to hell at the final judge- 
ment? Is it a mercy to allow the wicked 
to flourish in the land? God is the one 
who sets up governments and He is the 
one who gives them the sword to pun- 
ish and protect. We have no right to de- 
cide what is good and evil; only God can 
and He has given His mandate. But it is 
not all judgment; Uganda did not set up 
this law simply to find some people to 
kill. If the fear of this law causes those 
who are living in this particular sin to 
come to their senses and repent, then 
the law is a great mercy! 
Terribly, it seems that Mr. 
Lewis and many Christians 
have forgotten this truth. 


On the matter of social 
justice and global health, 
I only have one question: 


Lewis ad- the soul what point is there to im- 
mitted that 9 proving health when we 
he does not untouched? leave the condition of the 


understand 

why children die and why all this pain 
persists. It would have been far more 
profitable to have a God’s Word cen- 
tred Christian present. 


Stephen Lewis proclaims himself 
a Jew and follower of the Old Testa- 
ment, but he does not fear God or shun 
evil. The first clue was his cursing and 
liberal use of God’s name in vain. The 
second clue was the condemnation of 
Uganda for their zeal for righteousness 


soul untouched? Have we 
forgotten the story of the rich man and 
Lazarus in Luke 16? No matter how 
wealthy or healthy someone is in this 
world, it is not even a breath compared 
to the eternity in hell; the same is true 
about suffering in this life compared to 
eternal life. 


I have a challenge to us as Chris- 
tians: Why is it so often when a non- 
Christian is in our midst, we reduce our 
standards to match theirs? God’s name 


ee ee 
biter? 


Stephen Lewis speaks at Redeemer. 
was used in vain four times (once by a 
panel member) as well as cursing. What 
angers me is that the three times Ste- 
phen Lewis used God’s name in vain, 
it was not met with stunned silence 
or disapproval; rather it was met with 
laughter! Do we, as Christians, not fear 
God? No wonder Stephen Lewis hates 
the church as hypocrites, for in our ac- 
tions we name ourselves among the 
heathens! 


It seems social justice in the Re- 
deemer understanding is that Christi- 
anity is a works-based religion. When 
we are concerned for material well be- 
ing of the family of rebellion (that is 
those not in the family of God), then 
we shortchange them of eternal life 
and we shortchange ourselves by turn- 


Photo by Nathan Giancola. 


ing from the Gospel and focusing on 
what does not last, still hoping God will 
reward us. At one extreme is the dan- 
ger to declare the Gospel without con- 
cern for physical well being. Redeemer 
seems to focus on the other extreme: to 
be concerned about physical well be- 
ing without declaring the true Gospel. 
Neither is Christianity. Christianity 
is first understanding the Gospel and 
then living it out. Social justice in true 
Christianity is a by-product of Christ's 
work in us, not the mainstay. All social 
injustice is a problem of the heart. If 
we truly want to deal with injustice, we 
need to pray, preach the Gospel, and 
encourage countries when they enforce 
Biblical laws. 
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Protesters oppose 
Stephen Lewis’ 


pro-choice views 


BY JORDAN BURGSMA 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 


Protestors rallied near Redeemer 
last week in an effort to draw atten- 
tion to the Social Justice Conference's 
keynote speaker Stephen Lewis’ pro- 
abortion stance. The group included 
one Redeemer alumnus, one current 
student, an d a few families from the 
area. The group was seen distributing 
a pamphlet detailing Lewis’ actions 
advocating for universal abortion and 
condom use in Can- 
ada and internation- 
ally, and included 
some statistical in- 
formation compar- 
ing the effectiveness 
of condom use and 
abstinence at lower- 
ing HIV and AIDS 
related death rates. 
The group also tout- 
ed signs in their pro- 
test, some of which 
featured images of 
aborted children, 
as members of the 
group were supporters of the “Show 
the truth” Pro-Life campaign. 


The group parked their vehicles in 
Redeemer’s visitors parking lot, and 
alumnus Matt Gunnarson was reached 
for a brief interview as they were leav- 
ing the campus. “Some people take the 
position that (Stephen Lewis) is here to 
dialogue,” Gonnarson said, “... but in- 
stead of a dialogue, he is being received 
with honour, instead of being dialogued 
with and challenged. Well, we’re chal- 


“Some terrorists 
have done good 
things for their 

country...(but) if 

he is for 
terrorism, you 
wouldn’t invite 
that guy.” 


lenging him.” While he acknowledges 
that Lewis may have done significant 
work advocating for the less fortunate, 
he believes that that does not justify his 
invitation to speak at a Christian uni- 
versity, based on his support for Abor- 
tion. “Some terrorists have done good 
things for their country ... (but) if he is 
for terrorism, you wouldn't invite that 
guy,” 


Gunnarson also criticized members 
of the Pro-Life club at Redeemer for 
not participating in 
the process by saying, 
“shame on them for 
not coming out.” 


Assistant Dean of 
Students and nearby 
resident Eileen Fallon 
was allegedly offered 
a pamphlet and asked 
to converse with the 
group, but Gunnarson 
claims she appeared 
upset and called them 
“narrow-minded,” re- 
fusing to talk to the 
protestors. 


When asked about the image that | 4 : % 


the “Show the truth” campaign gave 
the Pro-Life movement, Gunnarson re- 
plied, “It’s part of the fun. It’s not good 
that people think you’re nuts, ... but 
people didn’t understand the reality 
of the holocaust until they saw graphic 
images.” 
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Telling us to obey instinct is like 


telling us to obey ‘people. People 


say different things: so do in- 


stincts. Our instincts are at war... 


Each instinct, if you listen to it, 


will claim to be gratified at the ex- 


y 


pense of the rest. - C.S. Lewis 


(Continued from page 1)believes 
that through the collection of detailed 
statements from these women pressure 
will be placed on the governments and 
justice might be brought about. 


Over and over, Stephen Lewis em- 
phasized that “in the North we are in- 
comparably privileged.” We live in a 
world with great wealth, great luxury, 


and great power to bring about change 
sitting at our doorstep. It is our respon- 
sibility to help people so less fortunate 
than us. When querying the panel, the 
dominant answer to the question: what 
can we do as individuals to help? Visit. 
They explained that over and above giv- 
ing a few dollars or a cheque, the great- 
est way to benefit these countries is to 
witness for yourself the problem and to 
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speak of it when you return. Stephen 
Lewis concludes by saying that “It isn’t 
a matter of ideology but decent human 
behaviour.” 


Stephen Lewis is currently a Pro- 
fessor in the social sciences at McMas- 
ter University. He has also been the 


leader of the Ontario New Democratic 
Party, the Deputy Executive Director 
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of UNICEFF in New York, worked as 
Canada’s Ambassador to the United 
Nations, and was voted in the New 
York Times as one of the hundred most 
influential men in the world. 
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Laptops in class? 


BY RACHEL STEVENSON 


Simple answer to this question: yes. 
There are many benefits to using lap- 
tops. I won't list them here. However, 
maybe it’s better for me to say that I 
support the idea that students should 
be able to choose what type of notes 
they will take but also that students 
should know the arguments for and 
against laptops in the university class- 
room. 


When I first came to Redeemer in 
the fall of 2008, I was struck by the fact 
that every professor in each of my class- 
es mentioned something about taking 
notes with a laptop. The serious talk 
about consequences for being caught 
doing something other then note tak- 
ing and sitting only in the first two 
rows annoyed me greatly. As a transfer 
student from another institution, the 


only time I ever heard a professor men- 
tion lap tops was in my French course 
where the French department’s laptop 
ban was in effect. Even then, there was 
no discussion as to why this was pro- 
hibited or consequences for having a 
laptop. I quickly shrugged off all the 
‘laptop talk’ at Redeemer as some sort 
of attempt to try and tightly control a 
university classroom. 
Defiant, I came to each 
class with my laptop in 
tow and sat in the rows 
where laptops where al- 
lowed. 


When I look back at 
my response to the ‘lap- 
top talk’, I find it kind 
of humourous because 
this year my note taking habits have 
changed a great deal. I have shifted 
from only taking notes on my laptop to 


“Students 
should be able 
to choose what 

type of notes 
they will take.” 


writing almost all my notes by hand. (I 
take my laptop to one class where I am 
a note taker for other persons. I consid- 
ered switching to the ‘special paper’ but 
decided against for various reasons). 


Why did I change my mind about 
the whole lap top thing? Looking back, 
I am not sure what caused the shift. 
It seems to me that I am much more 
mentally present in a class when I take 
my notes by hand. My hand written 
notes are perhaps less 
detailed, but I find 
that when I look over 
them I recall a great 
deal more about what 
the professor was try- 
ing to point out in the 
lecture compared to 
when I read over my 
word processed notes. 
I guess one could say 
there is less on the paper compared to 
what would be on the screen, but more 
connections with the material in my 


mind. I’m sure there are lots of stud- 
ies that talk about why this could be. 
The point that I am trying to make is 
this: I should not have been so quick to 
shrug off what the professors were try- 
ing to explain through the ‘laptops in 
my class talk’. 


Perhaps some readers are think- 
ing that I was just influenced into the 
whole ‘handwritten notes movement’ 
after hearing about it so much? I would 
like to think that is not the case. Last. 
semester, my grade point average rose 
slightly. I don’t believe it’s possible to 
definitively prove a correlation with my 
average rising and my switch to hand 
written notes. There are probably a zil- 
lion other relevant factors to take into 
consideration, such as comfort level at 
this school, experience as a student, 
etc... But perhaps the switch to hand- 
written notes was one of the contribut- 
ing factors to this positive increase? 
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Laptops are evi 


BY SCOTT MOELKER 


Under no circumstances should lap- 
tops be permitted in class. Students 
cannot be trusted with such a distract- 
ing tool. The benefits of laptops, faster 
note taking, easy note-sharing between 
friends, and easily searchable notes, 
are, after all, minor in comparison with 
the benefits of a more attentive class 
for the professor. 


While we’re at it, I don’t think stu- 
dents should have anything that po- 
tentially distracts them in class. No 
electronics is only the beginning. We 
need mandatory uniforms for all stu- 
dents. Think of it! No distinct and 
unique clothing choices for students to 
be distracted by. Bags, jewelry, lipstick, 
chap-stick, watches and anything not 
directly necessary for protection from 


the elements should also be banned. 


The classroom should be pitch black, 
with a spotlight on the professor alone- 
if you cannot see your neighbour, yor 
cannot be amused by them. Note tak- 
ing might suffer, but that’s not really a 
priority now is it? We should remove 
any windows from classrooms unfortu- 
nate enough to have them. Reminders 
of the outside world cause a student’s 
mind to wander. Talking should not be 
permitted while in the school building- 
if they can’t talk directly before and af- 
ter class, there will be less to talk about 
during class. 


In fact, students should be issued 
mandatory gags so that they may not 
talk during class unless the profes- 
sor permits them to remove the gag. 


be a good idea, but that 


Where the classroom shape is appro- 
priate, they should also be issued blink- 
ers so that they cannot look at people 
out of the corners of their eyes. Cuff- 
ing their hands so that they can’t play 
with their pens or poke 
their neighbour would 


might be taking it too 
far. Classes should be 
segregated by gender so 
that young single stu- 
dents are not distracted 
by the opposite sex. 


Or maybe, just maybe, 
we could treat the students like adults 
and force them to take responsibility 
for their own education, and what they 
would like to receive out of it. After 
all, they have chosen to pay thousands 
of dollars for it. They've presumably 
come to learn from the staff of this uni- 
versity, even if they do not feel their 


“The classroom. 
should be pitch 
black, with a 
spotlight on the 
professor alone.” 


focus should be only on the classroom 
while in the classroom. By this age, 
they should be doing their homework 
without parental prompting and dress- 
ing themselves in the morning. Maybe 
it’s simply enough to 
make sure students 
are not interfering 
with their neigh- 
bour’s education. Or 
maybe the onus is on 
the prof to become 
interesting enough 
that Facebook is no 
longer even a temp- 
tation. Maybe classes 
sometimes contain redundant and bor- 
ing information that needs to go. 


That’s just crazy talk though; every- 
one knows that laptops.are evil. 
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165 Students Polled 


gor 


Do you use a laptop in class? 


If ‘Yes’: How often do you use a lap- 


top for NON-ACADEMIC purposes? 


(1-Never, 2-Rarely, 3-Sometimes, 4-Often, 
5-Always) 


Do these statistics seem accurate? 
Comment at 7heCrown.ca 


Laptop use student poll 


= Do not own a laptop 
m= Never 

= Rarely 

= Sometimes 

= Often 


» Always 
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No more laptops: what did you expect? 


BY KEVIN BRATCHER 


A number of people have complained 
about professors banning, or at least 
limiting, laptop use in the classroom 
but aren’t the various degrees of out- 
rage misdirected? After all, did we not 
abuse the privilege in the first place? 


Facts, as John Adams said, are stub- 
born things. The facts are pretty obvi- 
ous- a small number of students have 
at different times been caught playing 
video games, check- 
ing emails, chatting 
on messenger pro- 
grams, or otherwise 
busying themselves 
on their laptops with 
things not related to 
the class they’re sit- 
ting in. A large num- 
ber of laptop-owning 
students have likely 
not been caught 
yet, but are often engaged in the simi- 
lar activities. To the student this may 
be a simple example of multi-tasking; 
but, I believe some students actually 
just don’t care about the content of the 
class and would prefer to achieve the 
minimum in participation so they can 
get class-time out of the way. Having 


“It is not easy for 
us to accept the 
responsibilities 

entailed in 
receiving greater 
freedom.” 


on oceasion been of that same state of 
mind, it’s a fairly small leap to accept 
that others share the sentiment. The 
fact, then, that most of us are guilty 
of the action that is bringing about 
this punishment leads me to wonder 
whether anyone is actually surprised 
by it. After all, when you break a rule it 
has consequences. 


Something that we seem to be in- 
creasingly unaware of in our multime- 
dia age is that giving 
your attention to 
someone is an indica- 
tor of respect. Imag- 
ine, for instance, that 
you are excitedly tell- 
ing your friend about 
something that hap- 
pened to you, but 
while you're talking 
your friend is texting 
on his phone and has 
an mp3 player playing music in one 
ear. Would that not seem, if not disre- 
spectful, at least very awkward? And 
yet we do not apply this standard to 
the teachers who give their time to us 
in the classroom. We cannot, however, 
expect others to devote their attention 
to us and then not devote our attention 


to others when it is expected and/or 
required of us. We are voluntary stu- 
dents only insofar as we decide to come 
to this school and go to certain classes. 
When you're in the classroom you are 
under the authority of, and therefore 
owe your attention to, the professor. 


We have for the most part lost sight 
of this fact, I think. It is easy for col- 
lege students to embrace the relative 
empowerment of the college student's 
life as compared with the strictness 
and structure of our high school years. 
It is not so easy for us to accept the 
responsibilities entailed in receiving 
greater freedom. This responsibility, 
like most others, requires us to devote 
a great deal of effort to doing what is 
right over doing 
what is fun or easy. Until we as a stu- 
dent body show ourselves capable of 
shouldering such responsibilities, I 
completely agree with the professor's 
right to limit the use of laptops in the 
classroom. 


That said, the ones who have a right 
to be annoyed by this are the few stu- 
dents who were acting responsibly in 
their use of class time. They have the 
right to be annoyed with their fellow 


students who abused the privileges as- 
sociated with college life and the own- 
ing of a laptop. After all as we are all 
now quite aware, the actions of some 
students weigh heavy on the privileges 
of us all. Perhaps if we might take the 
time in the future to remind ourselves 
that actions often have consequences 
for more than one person, then fewer 
students would suffer from our mis- 
takes. 


When it comes down to it, as I have 
said before, many who have used lap- 
tops in classrooms have at some point 
or another abused the privilege. Per- 
haps we have not played video games, 
but we have checked our email or talk- 
ed with friends. The argument that stu- 
dents can/may multitask in the class- 
room is often a dishonest one because 
we all know that when we're talking toa 
friend online we are not paying close (if 
any) attention to the professor. An ar- 
gument might be made about playing, 
for instance, solitaire or minesweeper 
as a way of occupying your hands while 
you listen, but that is hardly the issue 
that has caused the limitation of lap- 
tops. When it comes down to it, we owe 
our professors all of our attention. Our 
grades reflect it, social standards of re- 
spect ask it, and Biblical submission to 
authority requires it. 
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Laptops 
BY DR. STEVE SIDER 


1 feel that having laptops in class can 
be a very positive addition to a class. 
I’ve had students read back questions 
that I’ve stated verbally that they've 
keyed into their word processor, look 
up information and report back to the 
class, and even check out on-line re- 
sources in small groups. A colleague of 
mine has used laptops very effectively 
to conduct in-class polls (students re- 
sponding to questions via Google docs 
or other applications) and to have stu- 
dents engage in web-based activities. 


Of course, from a professor’s perspec- 
tive, challenges can also exist with hav- 
ing laptops in the class. Students who 
are updating their Facebook pages or 


MSNing can be distractive to me (and 
maybe to surrounding students). A 


student who is intently reading what’s 
on his/her screen and/or is quickly 
typing away on the key- 
board when it is obvious 
that it has nothing to do 
with the course mate- 
rial makes me question 
why the student is in 
the classroom. Perhaps 
the student is able to 
multi-task; however, I 
wonder if the student 
loses out in the fullness 
of the learning experi- 
ence when not fully en- 
gaged with the discus- 
sion or materials that 
are being presented. I 
must say, when I notice 
a potential inappropri- 
ate use of a laptop in 
my class an automatic 
response triggers in 


my brain the question of whether I am 
communicating the information as ef- 
fectively as I could. This is no different 
than if I notice a student getting rest- 
less or changing his/her body position. 
This may not lead to a change in a pro- 
fessor’s teaching style or content, but 
it does help the reflective practitioner 
engage in continuous assessment of 
the learning environment. In the end, 
I sometimes wonder if it boils down to 
an issue of civility and respect: we are 
in the classroom together, I’ve worked 
hard to prepare for this time and will 
give you my full attention, please con- 
sider the same for me. 
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Laptops and learning 


BY SYD HIELEMA 


I spend about 4-6 hours a day on my 
laptop and it feels like an extension of 
myself and my relationships; however, 
I've learned that such a shift in a major 
part of one’s life requires developing 
new guidelines for social etiquette, so 
I often ask my students to sign the fol- 
lowing laptop usage contract: “I wish 
to have the privilege of using my laptop 
in this class as a note-taking device, and 
| commit that the only window open on 
my laptop during class time will be the 
one used for note-taking.” 


Why do I do this? Because I am con- 
vinced that electronic multi-tasking 
during class seriously hurts learning in 


the following ways: 


1. It allows an atmosphere of disre- 
spect to enter the classroom. A class- 
room is a communal conversation. If 
you speak to me and while you speak 
to me I begin speaking to someone else 
as I listen, 1 am being disrespectful to 
you. Engaging in electronic activities 
that are not relevant to the classroom 
conversation is an equivalent form of 
disrespect. Furthermore, it is not sim- 
ply personal disrespect; that disrespect 
is communicated to all those who can 
see the screen and who thus have their 
learning environment affected. 


2. It breeds more superficial, less 
substantive learning in the classroom. 


There is a great myth prevalent in uni- 
versities 


today that ° ° 

we have “Engaging In 
wondrous electronic activities 
nce that are not relevant 
Stanford tothe classroom 
University ° ° 
published conversation 1S an 
study this equivalent form of 
past - : ” 
ea disrespect. 
intended 


to uncover the advantages and disad- 
vantages of electronic multi-tasking. 
Much to the researchers’ genuine sur- 
prise, they discovered that there were 
NO advantages and MANY disadvan- 
tages, with the primary disadvantage 


being that those who practiced exten- 
sive electronic multi-task- 
ing lost the ability to prac- 
tice priority-discernment. 
Priority-discernment is 
a central skill embedded 
in university education. 
When those who multi- 
task in class claim that it 
has no harmful effect upon 
them, they are simply prov- 
ing the conclusion of the 
Stanford study concerning 
discernment (unless, of 
course, there is no substan- 
tive learning to be had in 
the classroom to begin with, but that’s 
another issue). 
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Reactions to the earthquake in Haiti 


The recent news coverage of the 
tragedy in Haiti reminds me of the 
description of humanity in Psalm 90 
— “like the new grass of the morning 
— though in the morning it springs up 
new, by evening it is dry and withered 
— and makes it hard to pray more than 
“How long Lord, how long?” 


In the fall semester I taught History 
314, a course titled “Empires, Indepen- 
dence, and the Post-Colonial World,” 
which examines the recent history of 
more than 34 of this world, regions that 
were colonized by European countries 
and then divided into the independent 
countries that we know today. Students 
are involved in discussing some major 
questions about why our world works, 
and doesn’t work, in the way that it 
does. They research and lead seminars 
on several of the former colonies. Lind- 
sey and Nicole worked on the topic Hai- 
ti — and both talked about how difficult 
and depressing they found the history 
and present situation of that country, 
and that was before last week’s earth- 
quake. I’ve asked them each to make 
some suggestions for prayer, based on 
their research and writing about Haiti. 

-Professor Helen Vreugdenhil 


As many of you know, Haiti is the 
poorest country in the Western Hemi- 
sphere, with 80% of the people living 
under the poverty line. In my research 
I discovered that a main cause of the 
poverty that Haitians have been sub- 
jected to is a result of a highly corrupt 
government, as elite and international 
influences have used their positions in 
government since the 19th century to 
gather the wealth and power of Haiti 
for themselves. In the past forty years, 
the percent living in extreme poverty 
has almost doubled as a result of cor- 
rupt governments. Over a period of 
thirty years in the mid-2oth century, 
several brutal Haitian dictators were 
responsible for the deaths of over 
30,000 Haitians, as well as for the per- 
secution, imprisonment, and exile of 
many others. 
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When I heard of the earthquake 
that hit Haiti last week, my knowledge 
of the history of their unstable presi- 
dency made me question how the cur- 
rent government will respond to this 
disaster. Will Haitians benefit from all 
of the foreign aid that is flowing into 
their country right now, or, following 
the patterns of history, will they watch 
the elite reap the benefits while they 
continue to suffer? Has the chance for 
Haitians to have a voice decreased be- 
cause of this disaster? 


In light of this, I ask that you keep 
the Haitian government, especially 
their president René Préval, in your 
prayers. Pray that he will have compas- 
sion and understanding for the people 
of Haiti, and that God will use him to 
help restore Haiti. 

-Lindsay Plouffe 


When I heard of the devastation in 
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Haiti I immediately thought about all 
I had learned through my recent re- 
search into Haiti’s history. While there 
is way too much history to sum up ina 
couple of minutes, I was also struck by 
the amount of corruption that Haiti has 
experienced throughout the 20th cen- 
tury. Because of both internal corrup- 
tion in the government and damaging 
foreign intervention by countries such 
as the United States into Haiti’s politi- 
cal and economic affairs the country 
has been left with virtually no infra- 
structure, let alone the capacity to deal 
with a disaster of this magnitude. Part 
of the big problem in Haiti right now is 
that there is the lack of organization to 
get the millions of dollars of food and 
relief supplies away from the airport, 
and to the people. 


I believe that as Christians, we need 
to live for change. It is deeply ironic 
to realize that we, as members of the 


Expressiube Touchless Wash Coin Wash 


1 pie 


Western world, along with our govern- 
ments and militaries, have contributed 
to the impoverishment that exists in 
Haiti, and now, in the wake of a disas- 
ter, we are the ones who are so willing 
to help rebuild Haiti. We are all hoping 
to donate money or supplies, to help 
in any way we can. How can we really 
help? What if we looked at the histori- 
cal basis for Haiti’s poverty? What if 
the international community forgave 
Haiti’s debt? What if world superpow- 
ers re-evaluated their policies of impe- 
rial aggressiveness towards vulnerable 
and developing countries? What if we 
didn’t just rush in and apply a “foreign 
band-aid” to Haiti, but actually worked 
towards an end to the Western world’s 
corporate and military exploitation of 
Haiti? I'd like to challenge you to be- 
come more aware of the ways in which 
our comfortable nations have con- 
tributed to the ongoing destitution in 
Haiti, and to pray, and work, for world- 
altering change. 
-Nicole Dunham 
Comment at TheCrown.ca 
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A Manly Eestivity 


BY CALVIN VAN HARTEN 
CROWN REPORTER 


One celebration of manhood is hardly 
enough for an entire year and so a nec- 
essary sequel set up by RA group two 
and ten occurred on the evening of Jan- 
uary 8 and continued until four o’clock 
the next morning. Blaring music filled 
the rec centre shaking its jittery foun- 
dations and the stacks of pizzas that 


were deliv- 
ered to ac- 
company 
the many 
bottles of 
pop. con- 
sumed. 
In the TV 
room, two 
massive televisions were set up facing 


building 


“People left the 


feeling tired, 
but satisfied.” 


opposite directions so that eight-player 
teamed Halo was possible. The bottom 
floor was set up for an intense game of 
mini-sticks and the top floor was re- 
served for a three on three 
soccer matches. 


After game upon game was 
battled out, “The Unit” and 
“Embetterment” emerged 
the undeniable victors in 
soccer and floor hockey, 
respectively. Each team 
received a very creative, ornamental 


trophy to signify their dominance. 


People left the building feeling tired 
but satisfied. New friendships were 
formed, strong community developed, 
and our manliness affirmed. It was an 
exciting night that brought out many 
of the male Redeemer population from 
all years and hopefully the evening will 
continue to develop into an annual 
event. 
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‘Be the Voice’ benefit raises awareness of slavery 


BY KATELYN BORGDORFF 


On Thursday, February 4, 2010, 
‘Be the Voice’ awareness club will be 
holding a benefit concert and the funds 
raised will be sent to the International 
Justice Mission to raise awareness of 
the slavery still in the modern world 
and even in our own country. There 
are 27 million people in slavery world- 
wide today: men, women, and children 
alike. Three years ago Sharon Heuving 
began the campaign “Be the Voice” in 
hopes to raise awareness about con- 
tinuing slavery. She had been speaking 
at individual dorms for devotions and 


during one of these devotions Sharon’s 
passion for justice spilled over and filled 
Allison Clark’s heart with the same en- 
thusiasm. Together they initiated a 
student senate funded club this year at 
Redeemer, the Social Justice Club. This 
four member club raises awareness 
through dorm devotions, fundraisers, 
and speaking at high schools. 


“Be the Voice” is off to a great start 
this year, but has faced some set backs 
getting started. During their tours to 
the high schools they notice the posi- 
tive responses from the high school 
students and the impact they’re having 


in the lives of those students, but un- 


fortunately Pe 

the student There are 27 
body of “11 ° 
Redeem- Million people in 
er is not : - 
yeilding slavery worldwide: 
the same men, women and 
enthusias- : ; PY 
tic results. children alike. 
The mem- 

bers of “Be 


the Voice” are trying to help Redeemer 
realize that global slavery still exists 
and that we as Christians are called to 
be just and fair and that we must do 


something about this issue. Slavery 
effects everyone and ev- 
erything. The products 
of slavery include the 
clothes we wear, the food 
we eat, the gadgets we 
use, and so much more. 
Sharon Heuving says, 
“We can’t close our eyes 
and ignore” the slavery 
around us anymore! 
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Dearest First Years 
Faith ... Thou shalt not put down this newspaper 


BY JOY JOHNSON 


Disciples of Christ are called to obe- 
dience. 


Jesus said: “If you love me, keep my 
commandments.” 


Obedience involves us totally. Yet 
as we give ourselves to him we discover 
that his service alone brings true free- 
dom. 


Life in Christ is formed in a believ- 
ing community, and expressed in daily 


living. 


Weare to bring Christ’s healing pres- 


ence to the world for which he died, his 
peace to its pain and anguish. 


“Life in Christ is 


While we are far from perfect yet our 
lives can be pleasing to God and help- 
ful to others. 


Life in Christ involves prayer, the 
seeking of God’s will and blessing on 
all of life. 


Life in Prayer is openness to 
Christ brings ° ° ° the presence of God. In 
joy, liberty, formed na believing words, or the absence 
glory. But it . of words, prayer is the 
also brings community, and focusing of our lives to- 
conflict with expressed in daily wards God. 
unbelief, ij : - 
fear, and IviIn¢g. As we commune with 
temptation. 8 God through Jesus 


Throughout our lives we struggle 
with disheartening difficulties. Yet the 
Holy Spirit helps us and gives us power 
to grow in Christ. 
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Christ, the Holy Spirit 
enables us to express our deepest long- 
ings, and we experience the sustaining 
power of God’s presence. 
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We live in Christ as we study the 
Scriptures learning to think and act in 
a Christian way. 


The Scriptures are given that Chris- 
tians may be complete, equipped for 
every good work. 


We live in Christ as in freedom we 
observe Sunday as the weekly festival 
of the resurrection, for the worship of 
our Lord, rest from our work, and the 
enjoyment of God’s world...[and lunch 
at Swiss Chalet.] 


I couldn't have said it better my- 
self; except, I did add the last bit about 
Swiss Chalet. 

Now, go with God and go far. 
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Pentecostal, Reformed, Catholic 


What I learned at 
Redeemer about other 
Christians 


BY STEVE HARRIS 


In public high school, I was a Chris- 
tian. But when I came here, something 
strange happened: I became a Pen- 
tecostal. I mean, I was always Pente- 
costal, but suddenly that’s how I was 
introducing myself. And I met other 
Christians who also strangely intro- 
duced themselves as Reformed or 
Catholic or Baptist and so on. Through 
these four years of strangeness, I have 
tried in small ways to get a sense for 
what these ‘other Christianities’ are, 
and hopefully these ‘senses’ can help us 
all to call ourselves Christians again. 


I’m going to describe our different 
Christianities by their ‘feel.’ Partly be- 
cause I don’t think our beloved word 
‘worldview’ gets at all the differences 
there are, but also because Pentecostals 
are all about ‘feeling’ things anyway. I 
will focus, however, just on two others: 
the Reformed, because Redeemer is af- 
ter all a Reformed university and I am 
close to many of you, and Catholics, be- 


cause I feel, as a Pentecostal, also close 
to you in many ways. 


To oversimplify, Reformed Christi- 
anity seems a Christianity of the mind 
and of the eyes: the Reformed know 
the truth of the gospel and see Christ's 
glorious reign in every seascape, build- 
ing and whispered 
prayer. Pentecos- 
tal Christianity, on 
the other hand, is a 
Christianity of the 
heart and of touch: 
the desire for God 
burns in our gut and 
the fire consumes 
us. Our outstretched 
hands touch God and 
are flooded with joy. 
Catholic Christianity, from what little I 
know, is a Christianity of the soul: the 
inner light of peace received by sharing 
in Body and Blood allows Catholics to 
purify all their works and carry them 
into the motherly arms of the Church. 


“We are, 


The oversimplification is admittedly 
a bit of a set-up: we are, after all, meant 
to love God with all our heart, mind, 
soul and strength. How can we learn to 
love one another, then, so we can love 
God in all these ways? Perhaps a help- 
ful metaphor is the image of wells. The 


meant to love God 
with all our heart, 
mind, soul, and 
strength.” 


image is this: that we would drink from 
one another’s wells, and in this way be 
filled with the traces of grace our com- 
mon Christ gives to us. 


So, some hydrology. Pentecostals 
and Catholics: read Calvin’s Institutes. 
(Seriously.) If only one passage, read 
the moving sec- 
tion from Book II 
on Christ’s sacrifice 
(ch. 16). Or the first 
question and answer 
of the Heidelberg 
Catechism, which 
might even be called 
“heartfelt.” Read 
Karl Barth’s Dog- 
matics in Outline, 
the ‘Barmen Decla- 
ration,’ the CRC’s ‘Our World Belongs 
to God,’ or John Baillie’s prayers. 


after all, 


Catholic and Reformed: seek the 
baptism of the Spirit, in worshipping 
with us Pentecostals. The apostle Peter 
was flooded with the Spirit at Pentecost 
and the fire consumed him straight into 
martyrdom—this was no easy emotion- 
al high. The baptism is the one water, 
and perhaps the greatest and only one 
necessary, we offer to the Church. Or 
at least, listen to Hillsong—they’re our 
Psalter Hymnal. 


SOUL 


Reformed and Pentecostals: read 
the Catholic Catechism. If only one 
section, read the breathtaking fourth 
part on prayer. Pray the Divine Of- 
fice. Read Thomas Merton, (Mother) 
Teresa of Calcutta or Henri Nouwen. 
Visit a Catholic Worker house, a par- 
ish or a cathedral like Hamilton’s own 
Christ the King. Read Hopkins’ poems, 
Mit brennender Sorge by Pope Pius XI 
or Deus Caritas Est by Pope Benedict 
XVI. 


There are many more wells, more 
sources, more ways into each of these 
traditions (and also many other tradi- 
tions!), but these are some good begin- 
nings. The most important theological 
movements of the 20th century all had 
this in common: a fresh, continual re- 
turn to Christ. Here is our source, our 
light and our salvation. We may drink 
from each other’s wells, but our wells 
only heal if they are filled with his wa- 
ter—water that brings salvation, that 
quenches the thirst of our brokenness 
and opens the way for healing. Christ 
sits by the well, waiting for us to come 
to drink. Let us then imitate that peas- 
ant farmer the Catholic Catechism 
quotes: “I look at Christ, and he looks 
at me.” 
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Where are we called? 


BY JAN KOREVAAR 


I remember when I was in high school 
my history teacher once wondered 
aloud in 
class, “why 


has the 

reformed forget where the 
. 1i ; . 

ee a th greatest need is, 

i where the task 

ere= s 

sas?” He is most urgent, 

wasn't ex- - 

pecting an and we continue 

answer, I Ps: 

think, but practicing 

th - . . . 

an Ws. proximate justice,” 

bothered 


me ever since. I thought about that 
question again at the Stephen Lewis 
lecture. Hearing his stories about the 
brutal things that are happening in 
Africa—rape, AIDS, war—and how the 
North is doing so little about it makes 
me wonder how it is possible for us to 
let those things keep happening with- 
out doing anything about it. 


Although I love the reformed way 
of thinking and I realize that its ideas 
of structure and direction and every 
square inch belonging to the domin- 
ion of Jesus our Lord are very helpful, 
I think the answer to my high school 
teacher's question lies in part in those 
same ideas. They are good ideas be- 
cause they are the precise things that 
prompt us to become involved in the 
world, in all its different aspects. They 
help us see our task in the world as 
building culture, and through them we 
empathize with the exiles and their call 


rl 


“We sometimes 


to work for the good of the city. 


But although they are helpful, the 
ideas of structure and direction and 
that every square 
inch belongs to 
to Jesus our Lord 
put us in danger of 
forgetting where 
the world is suf- 
fering most. They 
almost provide us 
with an_ excuse, 
so that we don't 
have to go where 
we don’t want to. 
It becomes so easy 
to say things like, 
“I know that there 
are people dying 
on the streets there, but I think I’m 
called to redeem the fashion industry.” 


(I’m only using this as an example, in- 
sert whatever job you want to go into). 
But perhaps in this context redeeming 
fashion would mean to put it aside be- 
cause we know that the issue of people 
dying is more important. Perhaps there 
are certain issues of justice that are 
more pressing and more urgent than 
others. I’m not saying that the others 
are not important but that they need 
to be put aside for the time being. We 
sometimes forget where the greatest 
need is, where the task is most urgent, 
and we continue just practicing proxi- 
mate justice. 


It is easy to leave the Stephen Lewis 
lecture, the Social Justice conference, 
and the earthquake in Haiti behind us, 
and continue to redeem parts of our so- 
ciety. It is not that we don’t care about 
what happens, but it’s just that we are 
already involved with redeeming the 
culture around us. And we care about 


our home and city and country. But 
maybe some of us (and I am not saying 
all of us) can leave this last week and 
remember that we are also called to the 
places of need. Maybe it is not enough 
to just go out in all parts of the world, 
maybe we need to pay special attention 
those places where the suffering due 
to hunger, war, or disease is so painful 
that culture-making seems almost in- 
significant for the time being. Perhaps 
we also need a theology of determin- 
ing where the biggest needs are in the 
world. 
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW!!! 


OCAA Mens Volleyball Championships 


the <¥ 
ene 
votteyhal! 
championship 


01/12/2010 
01/20/2010 adden 5a * 
01/23/2010 Redeemer Sau ae Nees 6 La ry OO 
ania Yonah 
Sheridan Redeemer 


Niagara Redeemer 
Women’s Basketball 

Sheridan Redeemer 

Redeemer Algoma 


01/12/2010 
01 /20/2010 


01/19/2010 


01/22/2010 s 
Student Special 


Tournament Pass +Bring It T-Shirt 
520.00 


Tickets available in the Athletic Center 
*Limited Tournament Passes Available 


Men’s Basketball 
Sheridan Redeemer 
Redeemer Algoma 


01/19/2010 
01/22/2010 


01/23/2010 Redeemer 


‘The Moppers clean up the competition 


BY TREVOR BIEREMA 


When a Redeemerite’s dreams of 
wearing the stylized lion have gone 
down the drain, where can he lace up? 
Some lucky, sojourning souls have 
deked their way into the Adult Safe 
Hockey League (ASHL), where they 
are known as The Moppers. 


The Moppers began as a collection 
of Redeemer students and friends who 
wanted to play recreational hockey 
together. About four years ago, that 
group joined a rough-and-tumble 
league downtown near Barton Street, 
inheriting the jerseys of an outgoing 
team, which blazooned “Mop-it Misfits” 
on the chest. The nick-name “Mop- 
pers” stuck. While the atmosphere was 
a tad edgy, the group made it through 
the season with only one forward be- 
coming the victim of physical assault 
(he was subpoenaed as as witness one 
year later when the perpetrator was ar- 
rested in Hamilton). 


With the addition of a few heads- 
down players, some thought it would 
be wise to relocate to a league with less 
contact - the ASHL. The ASHL is a 
North America-wide league, and once 
every two years, qualifying teams from 
each division compete in one location. 
Last year it was San Jose, next year it 
will be in Montreal. 


Though The Moppers do have a small 
loyal fan base, to many at Redeemer 


Broken Olympic Promises 


(Continued from page 1) It is a 
beautiful thing to support and rejoice 
with Olympians as they reach to achieve 
their lifetime goals, but should we allow 
it to occur at the expense and dishonor 
of our nation’s most marginalized com- 


the team is unknown. They are still 
made up of primarily Redeemer stu- 
dents, who compete on Monday nights 
at the Mohawk 4-Ice Center in Hamil- 
ton. Though they got off to a slow start, 
they have climbed back into a respect- 
able position in the standings with a 
current record of 9 wins and 6 losses. 


We are always looking for new Mop- 
pers fans to come out and cheer us 
on. You can usually count a on some 
extracurricular activity in the form of 
unnecessary penalties and aggressive 
altercations always started (okay, usu- 
ally started) by our opponents. And of 
course each game brings with it some 
fine passing plays, superb defensive 
stops, and highlight reel goals from Re- 
deemer’s favourite non-church league 
hockey team. 


Though they don’t don the red and 
gold Royals colours, upper year stu- 
dents Reuban Vanderkloet, Tim Sell- 
es, Scott Aasman, Jordan Burgsma, 
and Shawn Meyering and second year 
stars from Dorm 22 Mitch Cook, Jeff 
Fung, and Trevor Bierema represent 
the team. Also on the roster are Todd 
Dinelle, goalie Jordan Dykstra, and 
former students Ryan Geleynse and 
Joel Snider. Led by forward Reuban 
Vanderkloet, who has posted 16 goals 
and 9 assists, we are only improving as 
the season progresses. Though our cur- 
rent leading scorer is a history major, 
four out of the eight Moppers players 
who attend Redeemer study business, 


munities? Instead, we should demand 
that the Vancouver Olympic Organiz- 
ing Committee and our government 
are kept accountable for their Olympic 
promises. 


with a few more claims to history and 
English. It should be noted that the 
player with the most penalty minutes 
is an art major, though he still believes 
that the way he plays, game in and 
game out, is aesthetically beautiful. 
Perhaps you can refer to the literature 
of Calvin Seerveld for support for that 
claim. 


(continued) 


For more information on the true 
impact of the Olympics visit: no2010. 
com, olympicresistance.net, poverty- 
olympics.ca, and watch a free docu- 
mentary at thefiveringcircus.com. 


Tio 


If you can’t come out to a game on a 
Monday night, make sure you let your 
nearest Mopper know you're rooting 
for him, that might just be the boost he 
needs to get us to Montreal in 2011. 
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Raising Underwear Awareness 


Wait, isn’t there something 
else I’m supposed to be 
aware of? 


BY HEATHER BARNES 


Without a doubt everyone is familiar 
with the recent Facebook trend whereby 
women were asked to change their sta- 
tuses to reflect the colour of their bras, 
the claim being that this would “raise 
Breast Cancer Awareness”. Hmmm... I 
would argue that publicly declaring the 
colour of your undergarments not only 
fails to raise awareness but, in fact, de- 
tracts from the awareness of any cause. 
Modesty was thrown out the window 
in a primary school-esque diversion. 
I suddenly saw the women of my Fa- 
cebook account as 12 year old girls 
giggling as they whispered “pink with 
white flowers” to their male counter- 
parts then playfully ran away hoping to 
incite a game of tag. Barf. 


More recently, I’ve been invited to the 
Facebook event “Wear Red for Haiti”. 
Really? What does wearing red accom- 
plish, exactly? Is it to raise awareness? 
The media has made us abundantly 
aware of the horrific conditions fac- 
ing Haiti. Some have said it’s to show 
support. Sorry, who is experiencing 
my support? I will 
gladly wear red to 
Royals games be- 
cause there the 
team sees us in all 
of our red-wearing 
glory — that is what 
wearing red to show 
support means. But 
the Haitian people 
aren't here. They 
are in Haiti. Wear- 
ing red does noth- 
ing to show them support. In fact, if 
anything I would argue it makes light 
of their tragedy. There is a touch of ar- 
rogance in the assumption that open- 
ing my closet full of clean clothes in 


“We need to 
challenge ourselves 
to think critically 
about the ways in 
which we ‘support’ 
causes.” 


my warm, intact house and selecting 
a red shirt to wear is an indication of 
my support for the people of Haiti. It is 
not. We need to challenge ourselves to 
think critically about the ways in which 
we “support” causes. Surely, in a time 
where technology is booming, mar- 
keting is elemental, and people have a 
seemingly interminable access to news 
and information we 
can come up with a 
more effective plan. 


Should money be 
raised for cancer 
research? Abso- 
lutely. Fundraising 
initiated for relief 
work in Haiti? Most 
certainly. Don't 
get me wrong — I 
know Redeemer is 
great for fundraising events: War Child 
with Chantal Kreviazuk, Breast Cancer 
fundraising through the OCAA, and an 
FTA Spaghetti Dinner for Haiti, just to 
name a few. All of these events were 


MUSE 


well organized with incredible out- 
comes disproportionate to our small 
student body, feats to be proud of for 
sure. But putting my bra colour in my 
Facebook status? Wearing a certain 
colour on a certain day? Blinking twice 
at exactly 4:03pm? Ok, so no one has 
suggested this yet, but this is the path 
of meaningless action down which 
we're headed. Perhaps the scariest as- 
pect of these fads is that they allow us 
to trick ourselves into thinking we've 
done something to help out a cause. We 
make a mental note of how committed 
we are, all the while wilfully ignorant 
of our apathy. I admire people jump- 
ing on a cause and supporting what is 
important to them, but surely we can 
engage our critical thinking skillswhile 
supporting a cause and raising aware- 
ness. And you know what? If you care 
about a cause maybe a little more effort 
is required than typing “purple zebra 
print” into your Facebook page, joining 
a Haiti Facebook group, or donning 
your favourite red shirt. 
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The mo dern minstrel show embodiment of that racist ideal. The 


BY ERIC WEN 
THE MCGILL DAILY 
MONTREAL (CUP) 


Since its release in December, *Av- 
atar* is already the second-highest 
grossing film of all time, having passed 
the $1.3 billion mark earlier this month. 
The film’s undisputed global reign over 
box offices, however, has been met 
with criticism, as many have taken is- 
sue with the film’s perceived bigotry. 
Indeed, the sci-fi epic’s many unsubtle 
allegories to historical and contempo- 
rary conflicts have attracted scorn for 
being, well, unsubtly racist. 


Spearheading these accusations, An- 
nalee Newitz’s article on the sci-fi web 
site *iog*, entitled “When Will White 
People Stop Making Movies Like *Ava- 
tar*?” has charged the film with being 
an expression of director James Cam- 
eron’s white guilt. 


Crucially, Cameron portrays the 
main character Jake Sully as a messiah 
for the oppressed alien Na’vi — a plot 
point problematized by the character's 
white heritage. Indeed, the white Sully 
accomplishes something that the Na’vi 
tribe has failed to do for generations, 


eventually displacing the previously 
selected tribesman as their leader. Es- 
sentially, the broader implication — 
common to these plot types — is that 
films like *Avatar* show white protag- 
onists.as leading their adopted cultures 
against oppressors (of which they were 
formerly members). 


It’s called the “white guilt fantasy” 
for a reason. Some critics understand 
these films as an attempt to rectify past 
wrongs committed by white people, 
while at the same time lionizing the 
white protagonist as the savior of the 
native people. The native peoples — the 
Na’vi, in the case of *Avatar* — can- 
not successfully combat their enemies 
without the aid of a white person. 


This critique in particular is voiced 
on the blog *Lawyers, Guns and Mon- 
ey* in a post entitled “Intentions be 
damned, *Avatar* is racist,” when the 
parallel is drawn to the notion of the 
ideal of the “black quarterback.” The 
blogger, Scott Eric Kaufman, argues 
that NFL general managers and scouts 
for years have been looking for a quar- 
terback with a white player’s brain in 
a black player’s body, and sees Jake 
Sully’s Na’vi avatar in the film as an 


claim requires little elaboration: Jake 
Sully is, after all, a white man mentally 
piloting a genetically engineered Na’vi 
body. 


However, as critics argue against the 
racist under- 
currents....in 
*Avatar*, per- 
haps they too 
have fallen 
victim to their 
own critiques. 


In both of 

these Inter- ~ 

net articles, been met with 
oe eae criticism.” 
ments have 


often pointed 

at the hypocrisy involved in calling out 
Cameron’s film as being an expression 
of white guilt, when the critical view- 
point itself could be seen as guilty of a 
similar act. One commenter described 
it as white guilt one-upmanship in aca- 
demic criticism. 


But as this particular stream of criti- 
cism has reached mainstream promi- 
nence and the attention of minority 
critics — having been featured in the 
*New York Times* recently — the le- 
gitimacy of the critique has stood up to 
this ironic scrutiny. 


“The film’s 
undisputed global 
reign over the 
box offices...has 


Nevertheless, continuously charging 
Cameron with racism seems to miss a 
broader point about our culture and its 
movies. It seems unlikely that Camer- 
on consciously intended to suggest that 
only a white man can save the Na’vi 
people from the clutches of a space- 
faring Earth (a thinly- 
disguised metaphor. for 
capitalist America). 


*Avatar* is not the first 
film to portray a former 
oppressor as a dying cul- 
ture’s last hope, nor does 
it mark the first time that 
criticism of that plot ar- 
chetype has arisen, im- 
plying that the notion 
is embedded within our 
cultural subconscious. Memorably, 
on a *Chappelle’s Show* sketch called 
“Mooney at the Movies,” comedian 
Paul Mooney lambasted the similar 
white guilt-trip “The Last Samurai* as 
offensive, suggesting that Hollywood 
carry its prejudice to its logical end: 
“*The Last Nigger on Earth’, starring 
Tom Hanks.” 


If filmmakers are interested in ex- 
posing oppression, perhaps the first 
thing to go should be filmmakers’ own 
predilection for indulging their passive 
guilt through their art. 


Men’s Basketball Opens Second Half Against Top 
Ranked Bruins 


In their first league game since be- 
ing back from the Christmas Break, 
the Royals were looking to open up 
the second semester with a solid effort. 
Unfortunately for the Royals they were 
up against the top ranked Bruins from 
Sheridan College. 


Veterans Jordan DeWeger and Ian 
Klingenberg led the way for the Royals 


¥, 
8 


with 21 and 13 points respectively, Jor- 
dan’s 21 points tied a game high with 
Sheridan’s Kareem Malcolm who also 
had 21 points for the Bruins. The Roy- 
als were in tough against Sheridan but 
held their own against such a strong 
team. The Royals went into the break 
down 55-26. 


The second half proved similar to the 


first but Redeemer was able to keep the 
Bruins to 41 second half points to the 
Royals 34. The final score was 96-60 
for Sheridan. 


The Royals now travel to Sault Ste. 
Marie this upcoming weekend as they 
square off against Algoma University 
and Sault College in two very big games 
for the men. The Royals went 1-1 last 


semester when Algoma and Sault came 
to town. The men open up first against 
Algoma on Friday night at 8:00pm be- 
fore battleing the Sault on Saturday at 
2:00pm. 
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Across 

i* Pursue; 

6- 100 dinars; 

10- With the bow, in music; 
14- Judges’ garments; 

15- Old Dodge model; 

16- Sharp bristle; 

17- Golf clubs; 

18- Group; 

19- Busy as ; 


20- Decoration at the top of a chair 


leg; 

21- Universality; 

24- Body of retainers; 

26- Dodges; 

27- Agt.’s take; 

28- Business accounts; 

30- Lake in the Sierra Nevada; 
33- Lump of chewed food; 

34- Yes, in Yokohama; 

37- Ancient Athens’s Temple of ; 
38- Tears; 

39- Metrical foot; 

40- Casino area; 

41- Haunted house sounds; 
42- Navajo dwelling; 

43- Spacious; 

44- Attach by stitches; 

45- Declare; 

48- Leading; 

52- Supple arms and legs; 

55- Actress Balin; 

56- Della’s creator; 

57- “East of Eden” director Kazan; 
58- Destined; 

60- Env. notation; 


61- Bank deposit?; 

62- Free laces, say; 

63-___ accompli; 

64- “No Ordinary Love” singer; 
65- Big cats; 

Down 

1- Old newsman; 

2- Goddesses of the seasons; 
3- Cancel; 

4- DC bigwig; 

5- Spirit; 

6- Scoundrel; 

7- Muslim elder and prayer-leader; 
8- Actress Heche; 

9- Woody; 

10- Calculating device; 

11- Violently intense; 

12- Minotaur’s home; 

13- Follows orders; 

22- Director's cry; 

23- Sorts; 

25- Wall St. debuts; 

28- Attractive; 

29- Auto pioneer; 

30- Faucet; 

31- Jackie’s second; 

32- Riled (up); 

33- Ray of light; 

34- Crone; 

35- Doc bloc; 

36- Son of, in Arabic names; 
38- Like vagabonds; 

39- Caucus state; 

41- Additional; 

42- Attentive; 

43- Take as an affront; 
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| Eat FRESH at REFRESH! J 


i This coupon entitles you to one dollar y 


off any 
Breakfast Platter_; 


Discount coupon good 
for One Breakfast Platter. 
Coupon must be 
surrendered at time of 
purchase. Coupon valid 


for one purchase only. 
Valid until Feb. 26, 2010. 
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Fresh 


y 


ok 


remind you that your 
2008-2009 yearbooks 

are available in 
THE STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 


OFFICE 


Room 244-across from the gym 


windows 


~ 
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44- “ loves you, yeah, yeah, yeah”; 
45- Shake like ; 

46- A bit, colloquially; 

47- Conductor Georg; 

48- Become less intense, die off; 
49- As before; 
50- a million; 


51- Loses color; 
53- Bones found in the hip; 
54- Temperate; 
59- Black bird; 
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Kedeemer is a bit Liwe 
Las Vegas because: 


It’s easy to get here, but you leave 
without your money 


If you're not careful, you could 
end up without a job at the end 


You wake up one day and you re 
married. 
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